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Meeting with

Dean Adrian J. Bailey, a chair professor of Geography, is the Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences. His quiet friendliness works its way into the hearts and minds of many students.
Behind this friendly face, there are some interesting stories that can bring us insights into his
personality and life. The interview with him inspired me. | thus write to share these treasures

with the readers of CSMP.

What was your life aim when you were a teenager?

| probably did not have one aim. | had several ideas of what might happen and what could happen at different times.
One, for a while, | thought the best thing and the most exciting thing possible would be to become a bus driver. |
probably spent two to three years thinking this was what | should be doing. Maybe because it was my dad’s job,
and it might be a good way to fit in and to contribute to society. Then | began to think it would be a little bit lonely.
You can't really talk to people. Then, | began to think that | should try to own a company or start a business. | looked
at different people and their success in business and realised it was quite hard to do that. And then, another idea,
something else that | did a lot was going to church. So, | thought — wouldn’t it be interesting to be a priest or a vicar?
So, these were the crazy ideas | had when | was a teenager.

Which was your favorite subject as a

teenager?

My background is in Geography. It is because in school my
best teachers were Geography teachers, even though some of
the contents were hard. The teachers were so good that they
gave me confidence and inspiration. That’s why | ended up
choosing Geography.

Why did you become a professor of
Geography? What motivated you?

There was never a specific day that | said it would be definitely

my goal. | am a “water tiger” As a “water tiger,” | am a bit
more fluid, liquid. | tend to look at situations, and say — “Right, the most suitable thing to do is this, and then do that.”
It is like a journey — a series of things add up.

I always enjoyed travelling. The best teachers | had inspired me to travel. The way that | kept travelling alive was to do
research in Geography. Probably it is more likely that being a professor found me more than | found it.

If you hadn't been a professor what would you have ended up doing?

Probably urban planning as quite a lot of my friends at that time ended up working for the cities and the government,
trying to make a difference in terms of housing design, traffic design etc. Making a difference or having a point to
doing things is important. So, planning was a way in which, I thought, | might be useful.

Why do you teach at HKBU?

One reason is definitely travel. | grew up in London.

When | could, | left —when | was 21. | went to America

and | lived there for 15 years and then | came back to

UK for another 10 years. | had never been or never

stayed in Asia before so | was keen to come over. | love

travelling so that was attractive. | think the real reason

for choosing HKBU s its distinction for its focus on the

“whole-person.” To me, whole-person education is all

about trying to inspire students. Say to them, “Look at

the world! The world is beautiful. Be inspired by it, look

at what’s around you, think about how you can get a lot

of your energy or your confidence or your focus from

things around you and people around you.” So, it’s not being too individualistic, or too concerned about me me me.
And that is what makes sense to me. This is where | can fit in, and how | can give back, and how you can have a good
relationship.

Did you feel hesitant before coming here? It is such a challenge to leave a place

that you are familiar with. It really takes some courage.

It does. Yes, | did hesitate. One of the most enjoyable courses | have ever taught was a course | taught about 15 years
ago. | called it “Migration and the Loss of Geographic Innocence.” At that time | was in America. When you move, you
lose something. It’s hard. This course was about how people in literature and films dealt with that, so | gave it a lot of
thought.

Yes, it was difficult and it is still difficult. It is normal stuff. My parents get older and | try to see them once every six
months, but it is not enough. Those are really difficult things.

How did you overcome it?

I think | come to a situation or moment when it holistically makes sense. It is hard to say you add up the numbers of
pros and of cons and compare, and decide upon which side is greater, and thus is more appropriate. It just seems
sensible and you find in yourself the resources to make it work. Having said that, probably, | would not have come if
my family had not supported that or if the children had said “no, we can’t, absolutely no to moving to Hong Kong.”
But they said “Well, let’s try” That was the tip of the balance. The people around you are always very important. You
have to know how to listen. Sometimes they may give you good advice but sometime not so good advice.

What do you now know that you wish you had known when you were a teenager?
| think probably it’s that last point that | made. You actually need friends. It is the biggest single thing. As a teenager,
there are a lot of pressures to succeed, to get good grades and get to the best university and so on. For me, that
meant | had to work hard, | had to be disciplined. It was all about just me and how to become the best student. |
realized that you need good support, or people around you that can say to you “that’s a terrible idea” and “don't do
that” Or sometimes they say to you, “it’s ok; things are getting better” That’s the way they get balanced. You just
can’t do everything all alone. That’s a thing | wished to know. If | had figured it out at that time, it would have made
things a lot easier.

Why did you decide to enter your field?

It was because of the good teachers who inspired me a lot. Geography is really what | was
enthusiastic about, though my grade was not good. It was not a terrible grade, it was average.
Geography was the one thing that | felt | really cared about, so | worked harder. And then,

the door opened. That was the key thing. That's why | told my kids as well. “Don’t choose a
thing that you think you will make you the most money, choose the thing that you really like

and you can really identify with.”

What is your favorite accomplishment from your time as a

professor?

Every time a student in a class asks a good question is an accomplishment because in my mind
it means that the students have connected things together in ways they may not have done
before. Something in the lecture might happen that helps make that connection. By asking
guestions, you figure stuff out and you change the world. That’s all it takes to make an
accomplishment.

You really care about your influence on the
students, how you interact with them, and

how you inspire them think about the world?
That’s right. It’s about inspiring students to be confident,
not too modest, but also to know where their
responsibilities are. You know there are a lot of discussions
on the freedom of speech at the moment and this is
an interesting issue on how free it is. Like can you say
anything? Well, no, that’s not fair because | can’t really
say something that offends or upsets somebody else.
That’s not fair so where is the line? So giving students
the confidence to think about these issues. Those are
really some accomplishments.
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Bailey

Do you think that critical thinking is the most important thing? Or is the confidence

issue/ understanding of our world?

Sometimes | think the term — critical thinking — is wrong, because it doesn't mean opposing something but the
ability to connect things to say this or that perspective, and is it right or wrong to do such kind of thing under certain
situation? It’s all about setting the lines right.

What research area are you interested in these days? Wil it be your future

research?

Migration. My research has always been on migration, always on people moving. At the moment, the several projects
that | am working are about migration. The one | am very excited about is probably the project in the Caucasian
country of Georgia. That was an ancient country on the Silk Road. It’s a small country and about, maybe, a quarter
of adults there live outside the country. They live in Turkey, Greece, Russia or America and they send money back.
Without that money, many people in Georgia would

be in poverty. It seems like a good thing but it is never

that simple, because many families in Georgia then

become reliant or completely dependent on the

money and sometimes they fall out with the neighbors

because they have the money when their neighbors

don’t and this creates tensions. So there are lots of

social implications of the money coming back. It is

relevant to study because the rest of Europe is keen to

embrace Georgia and trying to oppose Russia. It's part

of the geopolitical engagement. So the West is also

keen have remittances sent back by migrants because

then Western banks, for example, don’t have to lend so

much money. The West can save money. The West, the

Europeans in particular, is very keen to encourage them

to have remittances. But there are social costs. It is about talking to the migrants, tracking them, following them and
talking to their families. You try to get the balance right.

Have you started working on it? Is the preparation work done yet?

| have a very good friend who works in Czech Republic. He knows a lot of migration experts including in Georgia.
Last September, he introduced me to another colleague, so the three of us met in Georgia and we spent two weeks
interviewing about 10 migrants and a number of Western bodies, like the International Organization for Migration,
and some people in the Georgian government. So, we started. The colleagues in Georgia are currently doing some
work. | am trying to find some money to go back this summer to carry on. These are the first steps. We have talked to
some migrants and it’s quite exciting to get their stories.

What courses would you like to teach if given the opportunity?

One of the most rewarding experiences | had a few years ago. | was part of what was called a “student-initiated
seminar.” Essentially, students came up with a course. Then, the professor was asked to be a critical friend to
the course and to give the students advice about the lectures, about the assessment, about the dynamics and
interactions, and so on. It was really rewarding. They focused on refugees, which was a topic that | knew a little bit
about. Students set the agenda and curriculum and we negotiated everything. | like negotiations. It’s the tiger thing,
needing to be!

Do you think small class teaching might be a good choice for the university if there

are sufficient resources?

You can do a lot of more in terms of intellectual development in small classes. You can certainly do some intellectual
development in large lecture classes but the range of learning that you can do in engagement and communication
is much broader in small classes. For certain topics, | think it is good, efficient and helpful to provide a forty-minute
PowerPoint. Here are the facts — that can be very effective. But in the social sciences, | suspect facts are not so clear
and there are often two sides of one story. It is more effective to have students debate — one group represent one
side and another group represent another side — and have a discussion and see how far each side can go. It is more
effective than just lecturing A says this, and B says that.

This is important in Hong Kong, especially in the China Studies Programme, that we can encourage more discussion
between students from different backgrounds. | worry that local students don’t listen to each other as much as they
could.

Do you have any other new idea for courses?
| am lucky because this summer | am teaching a new course. This is a “selfish” course; in a
sense, something like a Ferrari. It is about migration, which is also about the development
of urban future. It is called “Transnational Urban Futures.” It's exciting because we will take
ten students from here to Atlanta and then they will study in Georgia State University; they
will study how NGOs help migrants at Atlanta and what kind of work they can do to make a
difference for refugees, asylum seekers, and document the migrants’ side of stories. We ask
students to work with ten students from Georgia State in teams. Then we all fly back here and do the same in Hong
Kong. So, we would ask the same research questions but in the Hong Kong context. The idea is to see the differences
to see whether the governments in Hong Kong and Atlanta can learn from each other, and to see whether migrants
have the same experiences, and to see whether students of HKBU would work well with Georgia State students and
they interact well with HKBU students. The difficulties are forming groups and teams, and being effective, all etc. We
are very excited about that. Students have to be very self-disciplined. They will fly on 20 June 2015. We interviewed
and selected several students last week. Teachers from Georgia State University were here last week to work out
things together.

Do you have any further plans for the

Faculty of Social Sciences? %
There are many things to do; and that is, perhaps, always JE&_
the case. The university can always be a better place and )
we can always be a better people. | would like to take the
opportunity to continue to work hard to perhaps help people to connect with one another to create one or a sense
of shared discovery. | sometimes worry about too many small groups. We have seven departments and China Studies
in the faculty. | am always trying to get people to talk and work to each other because some time we do need to
work together, we need friends and teams. We could do that. Actually, quite a lot involved in China Studies
programme. The programme, in a way, has not changed much in the last 25 years. You know, you don’t want
to change for the sake of changing them. But China has changed a lot in 25 years, and as have Hong Kong,
and as have students. So, it is quite important to support some innovations.
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What would be your message to the
students from China Studies? What are
your expectations at this time of change?

Any encouragement?

The encouragement is that the “major” degree is more
relevant than it’s ever been. That is the first thing. Some
disciplines do go out of fashion. China Studies has not, and
it is more relevant than it’s ever been. This is just differently
relevant. | have talked to alumni and many employers, and

they said the same thing. | would like to take the message back. At the same time, | would want to reach the

students and challenge the students, and ask the students to be really proud of what the programme

has really been accomplishing but not be complacent and really to inject some good critical ideas

into the improving and advancing of the programme. One example, the hope school, a project

that the community broadly and the alumni plus the current students working closely on, is a

brilliant initiative. There are other things like this, they could probably do together and bring

credits to the programme and the faculty. It gives students the opportunities to explore the

scope in different ways.

Challenges. | do think the differences between the students’

mentality in Hong Kong versus the outside, as | have taught in

different places, Hong Kong students tend to be slightly modest.

Modesty, | know, is valued. Again, it’s a balance. You go too far,
then it is also not helpful. There is something in the middle.

Interviewed by Ng Wai Ki (Economics concentration - Year 2)
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