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China Studies Programme was established in September 1989. The
distinctive feature is a broad-based education, which includes a solid
training in a multidisciplinary knowledge base, in addition to mastering
knowledge of China. Also, we are the first comer on holding Summer
Sojourn with Tsinghua University, leading students to exchange in
mainland China. We have more than two thousand and sixty graduates,
some of them decided to work on China-related jobs.

Our Alumni, Committee members and current students initiated the
"Focus Group of China Studies School of Hope" on April 12, 2012, with
the aim of getting more alumni and current students involved in building
a school and providing voluntary teaching services in the rural areas of
mainland China.
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| was honored to be invited and take part in the Opening Ceremony of the “China
Studies School of Hope” in Hezhou, Guangxi. | was really excited and impressed when
| saw the “China Studies School of Hope.” The School is the result of the tremendous
hard work of a group of alumni of China Studies of HKBU led by Mr. Alvin Lee, etc.
The School, which is a new building, is a gift to the young children who had been
attending school in an old and poorly maintained building next to the new one. But
the School is more than a new physical structure, because it is a place of learning and
knowledge building, it is actually a gift of hope for a better future for the young children
via education who are attending the China Studies School of Hope.

The most enjoyable and memorable part of this trip was the interactions with the young
children from this school and another school nearby. The young children were very
talkative, eager to sing songs and tell me about themselves, and very grateful when
they received a note pad and stickers from me. | was really touched when they told
me they loved going to school and they did not mind they had to walk a long distance
everyday just to come to school. | was very impressed when they told me they had
to do household chores at home every day after school, including sweeping the floor,
washing the vegetables and cooking the rice. Some of them were only primary one
students and they told me they knew how to boil water and cook eggs. All in all,
they were happy and healthy young children. They were very lucky to be able to
attend school, and possibly to receive higher education and make a better future for
themselves and their families.

| am very proud to be involved in the China Studies Program and, most importantly,
proud of our China Studies alumni and their “China Studies School of Hope” project.
| hope more alumni will join and support this meaningful project so that the “China
Studies School of Hope” will benefit more young children in mainland China in years to
come.

Dr. Odalia Wong / Department of Sociology, Hong Kong Baptist University
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